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PROGRESS SUMMARY

33
Total credits

of 90

30
Coursework

of 60

3
Dissertation

of 30

9
DMP sessions

of 15

SEMESTER PLAN

Transfer in

Elective — Decision Theory and Rational Choice · 3 cr.
Elective — Organizational Behavior and Administrative Theory · 3 cr.
Elective — Foundations of Cognitive Psychology · 3 cr.
Elective — Mathematical Logic and the Philosophy of Science · 3 cr.
Elective — Computability, Automata, and Formal Systems · 3 cr.
Elective — Complex Systems and Hierarchical Structure · 3 cr.

TERM COURSES CR. DONE

Fall 2025 (Sem 1)
PAPA 6014 — PA theory and context
PAPA 6214 — Public policy processes

6 cr. ✓

Spring 2026 (Sem 2)
PAPA 6344 — Leadership and management in PA
PAPA 6294 — Cornerstone seminar

6 cr. ✓

Summer 2026 PAPA 7994 — Dissertation 1 3 cr.

Fall 2026 (Sem 3)
PAPA 6224 — Public policy design
PAPA 6414 — Normative foundations of PA

6 cr.

Spring 2027 (Sem 4)
PAPA 6114 — Complex public organizations
PAPA 6394 — Capstone seminar

6 cr.

Summer 2027 PAPA 7994 — Dissertation 2 3 cr.

Fall 2027 (Sem 5)
TBD — Advanced methods (advisor-approved)
PAPA 5974/AT — Concentration study 1

6 cr.

Spring 2028 (Sem 6)
PAPA 6514 — PA and policy inquiry
PAPA 5974/AT — Concentration study 2
PAPA 7994 — Dissertation - DMP Credits

9 cr.

Summer 2028 PAPA 7994 — Dissertation 3 3 cr.

Fall 2028 (Sem 7)
PAPA 5974/AT — Concentration study 3
PAPA 7964 — Concentration lecture
PAPA 7994 — Dissertation 4

9 cr.

Spring 2029 (Sem 8)
PAPA 7994 — Dissertation 5
PAPA 7994 — Dissertation 6
PAPA 7994 — Dissertation 7

9 cr.
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TERM COURSES CR. DONE

Summer 2029
PAPA 7994 — Dissertation 8
PAPA 7994 — Dissertation 9

6 cr.



COURSE COMPLETION

FOUNDATION COURSES · 9/18 CR.

✓ PAPA 6014 PA theory and context 3 cr.

PAPA 6114 Complex public organizations 3 cr.

✓ PAPA 6214 Public policy processes 3 cr.

PAPA 6224 Public policy design 3 cr.

✓ PAPA 6344 Leadership and management in PA 3 cr.

PAPA 6414 Normative foundations of PA 3 cr.

RESEARCH FOUNDATIONS & METHODS · 3/9 CR.

✓ PAPA 6294 Cornerstone seminar 3 cr.

PAPA 6514 PA and policy inquiry 3 cr.

TBD Advanced methods (advisor-approved) 3 cr.

RESEARCH CONCENTRATION · 0/9 CR.

PAPA 5974/AT Concentration study 1 3 cr.

PAPA 5974/AT Concentration study 2 3 cr.

PAPA 5974/AT Concentration study 3 3 cr.

CONCENTRATION LECTURE · 0/3 CR.

PAPA 7964 Concentration lecture 3 cr.

CAPSTONE SEMINAR · 0/3 CR.

PAPA 6394 Capstone seminar 3 cr.

DISSERTATION · 3/30 CR.

✓ PAPA 7994 Dissertation 1 3 cr.

PAPA 7994 Dissertation 2 3 cr.

PAPA 7994 Dissertation 3 3 cr.

PAPA 7994 Dissertation 4 3 cr.

PAPA 7994 Dissertation 5 3 cr.

PAPA 7994 Dissertation 6 3 cr.

PAPA 7994 Dissertation 7 3 cr.

PAPA 7994 Dissertation 8 3 cr.

PAPA 7994 Dissertation 9 3 cr.

PAPA 7994 Dissertation - DMP Credits 3 cr.

ELECTIVES · 18/18 CR.

✓ Elective Decision Theory and Rational Choice 3 cr.

✓ Elective
Organizational Behavior and Administrative
Theory

3 cr.

✓ Elective Foundations of Cognitive Psychology 3 cr.

✓ Elective
Mathematical Logic and the Philosophy of
Science

3 cr.

✓ Elective
Computability, Automata, and Formal
Systems

3 cr.

✓ Elective Complex Systems and Hierarchical Structure 3 cr.

MILESTONES

Scholarly ethics quiz
Year 1 (early)

CITI human subjects training
Year 1

Plan of study submitted
Before 24 credits

Constellation selected
Before QE registration

QE request submitted
By May 1 (June 1 in 2026 only)

Submitted papers ready
By August 1

Foundations essay completed
By August 1

QE oral engagement
August, before Fall semester

Qualifying examination passed
August result

Dissertation committee formed
After qualifying exam



Concentration lecture delivered
Before Dec 1 (fall) or May 1 (spring)

Capstone seminar completed
Preferably last semester of coursework

Prospectus defense (preliminary exam)
After all coursework

Dissertation draft distributed
At least 6 weeks before defense

Dissertation defense (final exam)
Final requirement
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